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him astray. He is betrayed by such little slips as the antiquated spell- 
ing "Chammuragas" for "Hammurabi," and by his calling Osiris 
" originally a solar divinity." It may be added that, contrary to the 
statement made on p. 75, Professor Delitzsch appears now to have 
given up his former position on the Sumerian question. The author's 
picture of future life among the Babylonians, while reproducing Pro- 
fessor Sayce's view, is altogether too bnght. Apart from details such 
as these, the book is built on good principles, two of which are espe- 
cially emphasized in the preface, viz., (1) that in the study of compara- 
tive religion more emphasis should be laid upon organized religion 
and less upon the decadent or primitive cults of savages, and (2) that 
special consideration should be given to the influence of external cir- 
cumstances upon the development of religion. By far the best part of 
the book is the thorough and full treatment given to Muhammadan- 
ism, in which not only the early history is narrated, but also the doc- 
trinal development is traced. The choice of these special religions for 
treatment in this volume seems to us rather curious, and based upon 
no intelligible principle, especially as the author promises, later, 
another volume on the religions of India and the East, to be called 
" Studies in Eastern Religions." G. S. G. 



Seven Puzzling Bible Books. A Supplement to Who Wrote the 
Bible? By Washington Gladden. Boston and New York : 
Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 1897. P P- 26 7, 121110. $1.25. 

This book is divided into eight chapters. An introductory chap- 
ter of especial value discusses the question, What shall pastors tell their 
people about the Bible ? In answering this question, Dr. Gladden 
shows the absurdity of the dogma of biblical infallibility and claims 
that the composite character of some Bible books, the elements of 
religious fiction in others, and the progressive nature of revelation 
should be told the people, kindly yet boldly. The other chapters are 
popular studies of the following Old Testament books: Judges, 
Esther, Job, Ecclesiastes, Canticles, Daniel, and Jonah. 

Dr. Gladden admits that the science of biblical criticism has made 
wild guesses and put forth far-fetched conclusions — what science has 
no t ? — yet he believes that the science is doing a legitimate work and, 
in general, on sound principles ; and also that its well-assured results 
ought to be made known to the people. Accordingly, in these studies 
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he attempts to make accessible to the average reader the verdict of 
scholarly investigation, as he accepts it, touching the seven books 
mentioned. The composite and sketchy character of Judges, the 
uncertainty as to the historical value of Esther and the unsound ethical 
teaching of the book, the dramatical element in Job and Canticles, the 
Haggadic features — that is to say, the elements of religious fiction — 
of Daniel and Jonah, and the pseudepigraphical and pessimistic nature 
of Ecclesiastes are clearly recognized and frankly stated. 

The book errs in not indicating more distinctly than it does the 
tentative character of the studies. For example, we have not yet been 
able to ' see that those who regard Canticles as a drama have fully 
made out their case. The author does not seem familiar with the 
position of Karl Budde respecting this book. 

The task, however, to which Dr. Gladden set himself was far from 
easy, and on the whole has been ably accomplished. 

H. R. Hatch. 

WOLFVILLE, N. S. 



LITERARY NOTES. 

The article upon "Totemism " by Mr. J. G. Frazer has been 
done the honor of being translated into French by A. Dirr and A. Van 
Gennep. 

The inaugural address of Rev. David S. Schaff, D.D., professor 
in Lane Theological Seminary, upon Progress and Personality in Church 
History, has just appeared. 

In the " Bible Class Primers " a volume is added by Rev. Ronald G. 
Maclntyre upon Elijah and Elisha. (New York : Imported by Charles 
Scribner's Sons ; $0.20, net.) 

The United Brethren Publishing House, Dayton, O., has issued a 
little pamphlet by W. R. Funk, D.D., composed of a series of quota- 
tions intended to brighten the lives of those who sorrow. The title is 
The Valley of Affliction Brightened. ($0.15.) 

The American Baptist Publication Society publishes in pamphlet 
form Mystery in Religion, an address delivered by Professor W. N. 
Clarke at the opening of the Theological Department of Colgate 
University, which is to be recommended as very helpful to all persons 
interested in this profound theme. ($0.10.) 



